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instruction compulsory in public elementary schools. This
measure, due to Chevalier, the then Secretary of State for Public
Instruction, was rescinded by his successor Carcopino, who by a
law of March 10, 1941, decreed that religious instruction must be
given outside the schools, and that it should only be optional.
La Croix vehemently attacked this retrograde step which, accord-
ing to that paper, placed religious instruction completely at the
Minister's discretion.
The arrStS of November 23, 1940, regulating the programmes in
moral science for the upper standards of elementary schools and
the higher elementary schools, introduced similar modifications.
On the one hand, " our chief duty to our neighbour and to God "
is replaced by " our chief duties to our neighbours (respect for the
home, our native land, the opinions of others, and religious beliefs) ";
on the other hand, " the idea of good; happiness; moral sanctions;
the moral ideal, the appeal of the hero and the saint; God"; have
been replaced by "the moral ideal, the appeal of the hero and the
saint; spiritual values: our native land, Christian civilisation"
We shall treat the question of congreganist or religious educa-
tion along with the measures adopted in favour of the private
elementary and secondary schools (see the succeeding paragraphs).
'   2. PRIMARY ELEMENTARY EDUCATION
It was a decree of August 23, 1940, to-day rescinded, that began
the struggle for the modification of the spirit of elementary
education by instituting an annual revision of school books. It
was replaced by a decree of December 13, 1940, by virtue of which
the use of certain school books may be prohibited in public
elementary schools, the supplementary classes, and the higher
elementary schools, by a ministerial order on the advice of a
central committee. The same system was extended by a decree
of April 22, 1941* to technical education.
A list of books prohibited in elementary education was published
on February 21, 1941, which included principally works issued by
the publisher Sudel and Romain Rolland's Jean Chris tophe. The
ban on the latter work was rescinded by an order published on
June 12, 1941.
A very important law published on October 6, 1940, suppressed
the training colleges for teachers. The recruiting of male and
female teachers is henceforth to be carried out from the pupils of
the ljceesy after the first part of the baccalaureate the pupil teachers
then for a year attend training courses in pedagogy. Before this
law was promulgated, Daniel Halevy had violently criticized the
system it establishes in <&& Journal des Debats, September i, 1940.